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1. A biography of author John Cheever

John Cheever was born in Quincy, Massachusetts, in 1912. He was the younger son of Frederick Lincoln Cheever, a shoe salesman and Mary (Liley) Cheever. Cheever attended Thayerlands junior school. He was academically sound and published poetry in the Evergreen, student’s journal there. The detariorating financial condition of the family and the personal relation between his parents left a deep impact both on his life and later in his writings.  

In 1930 Cheever was expelled from Thayer Academy for poor grades but he confessed that it was for his smoking. However, he turned the incident into a short story and that came out in a weekly journal --The New Republic in1930 under the title Expelled. He never graduated from high school. 

At the age of twenty, Cheever went to New York City. There he joined a variety of writing jobs. There he wrote synopses of novels for MGM Studios. He was an editorial assistant on The New York City Guide in1939. In 1942, he joined in the United States Army. 

In 1941 Cheever married May Winternitz. In 1950 they moved from Manhattan to Scarborough and settled permanently in nearby Ossining in 1956. His typical “Cheever country” (as critics catagorize) writings are set and influenced out of this region. His famous The Five-Forty-Eight is one good example of this kind. 

In his The Way Some People Live (1943) Cheever showed himself to be an true observer of manners and social customs. His masterpieces - O Youth and Beauty!, The Swimmer, The Five-Forty-Eight, and The Country Husband, are remarkably, carefully crafted and blends his poetic genious and ironic colloquialism. 

Between 1957 and 1982 Cheever published five novels--The Wapshot Chronicle, The Wapshot Scandal (1964) Bullet Park (1969), Falconer (1977) and The Stories of John Cheever, published in 1978, won the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award. Reading the last one longtime admirers of Cheever had to revise their assessments of him. 

 In the novels we find Cheever's ability to amuse, move, and even shock readers. We also notice his symbolism and awkward attempts to attune sensibility to the coarseness and violence of the times. The rapturous celebrations also find vent in the novels. 

In 1979 he won the Edward MacDowell Medal in the category- outstanding contributions to the arts. In 1982 his final work Oh What a Paradise It Seems came out. In April of the same year he won the National Medal for Literature. On June 18, 1982 he died in his home at Ossining, of kidney and bone cancer. 

2. A biography of Octavia Butler

Butler was born and raised in Pasadena, California in the year 1947. Her father Laurice died when she was a baby. She was raised by her grandmother and her mother Octavia M. Butler who worked as a maid in order to support the family. Butler grew up in a struggling, racially mixed neighborhood. She was attracted to magazines such as Amazing, Fantasy and Science Fiction, and Galaxy and soon She started reading all the science fiction classics.

She began writing at the age of 10 to avoid loneliness and boredom. She got associate degree from Pasadena City College in 1968. She later joined at California State University and took writing classes. 

Her first published story Crossover appeared in 1971. Butler’s short fiction collection Bloodchild and Other Stories  was published in 1976. The story concerns humans on an alien planet ruled by insect-like creatures. The aliens use the humans for implementing their eggs as they share a symbiotic existence with each other.

In 1976 the novel Patternmaster was published. Later eight years she published four more novels in the same story line. The novels  came in Butler’s Patternist series in 2006 as the single volume Seed to Harvest.

Wild Seed was the first book in the Patternist series. In it Butler contrasts two immortal characters who go about building families. This book deals with the psychodynamics of power and slavery.

In 1979 she published Kindred, This novel uses the science-fiction to show the future fate of slavery in the United States. 

Lilith's Brood (formerly published as Xenogenesis trilogy) is a collection of three novels. The book deals with  the subject of genetical alteration extraterrestrials. 

In 1994 her dystopian novel Parable of the Sower she deals with the subject that diversity is a biological imperative.And in 1999 a sequel, Parable of the Talents was published. The two novels are the exploration to the origin of the fictional religion Earthseed.
She shifted her creative attention to the other themes and the result came in the novel, Fledgling (2005), It is a novel on the much-used vampire theme with a science-fiction context. It is also an exploration of race and sexuality.

Butler claimed herself as a pessimist, a feminist, a Black, a former Baptist, ambitious, lazy. Racial problem and sexual affair are frequent and clear in appearence throughout her work.

She died in Lake Forest Park, Washington, in 2006 at the age of 58. 

3. A biography of Jack London

John Griffith London (1876-1916) was born in San Francisco. His family moved around the Bay area and later settled in Oakland. Jack completed his grade school there. The family was not as poor as London's claimed in his interviews and commentaries. 

In his adolescent he worked at various hard labor jobs for example served on a fish patrol to capture poachers etc. He returned to attend high school at age 19. Soon he found himself familiar with socialism and was known as the Boy Socialist of Oakland. He chose to become a writer to escape a life common worker. 

From the Yukon in 1897 he gathered symbolic subject matters for writings. He publish his works in the Overland Monthly in 1899. His The Call of the Wild (1903) brought him immense fame. The People of the Abyss (1903) is his critique of capitalism and poverty. We find discussion of alcoholism in John Barleycorn (1913). His long voyage (1907-09) across the Pacific provided material for his books. 

He was one of the first writers to work with the movie industry. His novel The Sea-Wolf was made the first full-length American movie. 

London lacked evenness and accuracy. He accepted the Social Darwinism and scientific racism of his time, yet he seemed anxious that the "inevitable white man," would destroy the cultures of various native groups. He supported women's liberty and created independent and strong female characters. But in reality he was patriarchal toward his wives and daughters. His socialism was enthusiastic, but there was always individualism and capitalist in his success. 

London loved agriculture. He was far ahead of his time in thoughts of the farm as self-sufficient and self-regenerating. His Wolf House was his favorites.

London's first marriage (1900) was to Bess Maddern. In choosing her, he followed the principle in a book he co-wrote with Anna Strunsky, The Kempton-Wace Letters. The book propagated that mates should be selected for good breeding, not love. Following an affair with Charmian Kittredge he divorced Bess. In 1905 he married her and she became the influence for many of his female characters. 

He died of renal failure in 1916. Study of his life and writings helps to examine the contradictions in the American character. 

Following London's death, the idea that he was a alcoholic womanizer, resulted in neglect of his full literary composition and his worth as a influential stature in turn-of-the-century social history.

4. A biography of James Agree

James Rufus Agee (1909 -1955) was a famous American novelist, screenwriter, journalist, poet, and film critic. He was born in Knoxville, Tennessee at Highland Avenue to Hugh James Agee and Laura Whitman Tyler. From the age of seven he was educated in boarding schools. The most influential of these was Saint Andrews School for Mountain Boys. There Agee's lifelong friendship with an Episcopal priest, Father James Harold Flye began in 1919. Flye was the recipient of many of Agee's most revealing letters “Letters of James Agee to Father Flye” (1962)  for he was Agree declared him best friend.                                    
                                                                                          
Agee went to Knoxville High School for the 1924-1925 school years. He moved to boarding school in New Hampshire in 1928 at Phillips Exeter Academy. There he became president of The Lantern Club and editor of the Monthly. His first short stories, plays, poetry and articles were published there. Agee was later admitted to Harvard University's in 1932. He became editor-in-chief of the Harvard Advocate. Completing his graduation he started to write for Fortune and Time magazines. He got fame for his film criticism in The Nation.

He married Via Saunders in 1933 and divorced in 1938. He married Alma                
Mailman in the same year. 

In 1934, he published his volume of poetry, Permit Me Voyage. In 1936, Agee spent started writing an article for Fortune with photographer Walker Evans living among sharecroppers in Alabama. But the magazine refused to publish his article. He left the magazine. But he turned the material into the book Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941). This book challenged the conventions of reporting and literature and almost defines a new genre of personal journalism. 

                                                   
In 1942, Agee joined Time as a film critic. He occasional wrote book reviews and worked as film critic for The Nation. In 1948 he became a freelance writer. His article for Life Magazine about Charles Chaplin was a greatly praised. Agee's novelette The Morning Watch (1954) and the delicate and touching novel A Death in the Family (1957) are also greatly famous. The later one is a fulfillment of his personal ambition as a writer and also deals with the childhood experiences of him. The novel A Death in the Family also won the Agree a posthumous Pulitzer Prize. In 1955 in Santa Barbara Agree died at the age of 45.

5. A biography of John Irving

John Winslow Irving was born in 1942 in Exeter. He is an American novelist and screenwriter. Irving graduated from the University of New Hampshire in 1965. Irving received his M.F.A. in 1967 and returned to New England with his wife Shyla and son Colin.
The themes that recur in Irving's work include New England, prostitutes, wrestling, Vienna, Iowa, bears, deadly accidents. main characters dealing with absent or unknown parents, sexual relationships between young men and older women and other variations in sexual relations. 

Irving's career began at the age of 27 with the publication of his first novel, Setting Free the Bears (1968). The novel was reasonably well reviewed, but failed to win the hearts of a large audience. He studied at the University of Iowa Writers' Workshop. His second and third novels, The Water-Method Man and The 158-Pound Marriage, were more or less a good success. In 1975 Irving became a Professor of English at Mount Holyoke College.

He became a little frustrated at the lack of promotion his novels. Then came Irving’s fourth novel, The World According to Garp in 1978. The novel became an international bestseller. It won the National Book Foundation's award for paperback fiction the following year 1980. 

The success of Garp transformed Irving from an obscure, academic literary writer to a household name. His next writings were The Hotel New Hampshire (1981).

In 1985, Irving published The Cider House Rules. It was an epic centered around a Maine orphanage. It highlighted abortion. Irving's next novel was A Prayer for Owen Meany. In it Irving examined the consequences of the Vietnam War.

 Irving’s next book, A Son of the Circus (1995) is his most complicated and difficult book. It is a departure from many of the themes and location settings in his previous novels. Irving wrote in 1998 A Widow for One Year. 

In 1999 The Cider House Rules was made into a film.It earned Irving an Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay.

His The Fourth Hand was published in 2001 and it became a bestseller. A Sound Like Someone Trying Not to Make a Sound, is a children's story and it was originally included in A Widow for One Year and published as a book in 2004. 

Irving's most recent novel, entitled Until I Find You, was released on 2005.Critics has revealed that Until I Find You contains two personal elements about Irving’s life. And the twos are his sexual exploitation at age 11 by an older woman, and the entrance in his life of his biological father's family. 

What is very interesting about Irving is that his readers expect of him ever the bite the blow all time that must reaveal the true Irving.

6. A biography of Pearl Sydenstricker Buck

Pearl Comfort Sydenstricker was born in 1892, in Hillsboro, West Virginia. Her parents, Absalom and Caroline Sydenstricker, were Southern Presbyterian missionaries. She was taken back to China at the age of three months only. There she spent almost forty years. 

From childhood, Pearl could speak both English and Chinese. In 1900, during the Boxer Uprising, the family fled to Shanghai to survive. Later that year, they returned to the US. In 1910, Pearl took admission in Randolph-Macon Woman's College, in Lynchburg, Virginia and from there she graduated in 1914. She returned to China again as her mother got ill. In 1915 she met young John Lossing Buck. They married in 1917 and they moved to rural Anhwei (now Anhui) province. In the poor community there, she got the material for The Good Earth and other stories of China. 

From 1920 to 1933, Pearl and Lossing resided in Nanking now Nanjing. They both had teaching positions in Nanking University. In 1927 for the violence known as the "Nanking Incident" the Bucks had to spend a terrified days in hiding. Later the Buck family sailed to Unzen, Japan and spent the following year. Then they again moved back to Nanking. 

Pearl had begun to publish stories and essays in the 1920s. Those were published in magazines such as Nation, The Chinese Recorder and others. Her first novel, East Wind, West Wind, was published in 1930. Pearl's second novel, The Good Earth was published in 1931. This book won the Pulitzer Prize and the Howells Medal in 1935. In 1938 Pearl won the Nobel Prize in literature and she was the first American woman to win the prize. 

In 1934, because of unavoidable conditions in China and for some family reasons she moved permanently to US. Coming to US Pearl became active in American civil rights and women's rights activities. She started publishing essays in both Crisis, and Opportunity. She remained trustee of Howard University for twenty years from1940s onwards. In 1942, Pearl and Richard established East and West Association. They dedicated it to cultural exchange and understanding between Asia and the West. In 1949 Pearl established Welcome House, the first international, inter-racial adoption agency. In 1964 Pearl established the Pearl S. Buck Foundation, to support Amerasian children who were not eligible for adoption.

Pearl Buck died in March, 1973 at the age of eighty. She is buried at Green Hills Farm.

7. A biography of Francis Bret Harte

Francis Bret Harte (1839-1902) was a great American author and poet. He was born in Albany, New York. Later he moved to California in 1854. He worked there as a miner, teacher, messenger, and journalist. 

His first poetry and prose appeared in The Californian, a literary journal. In 1868 he was made editor of The Overland Monthly, a new literary magazine. His story, The Luck of Roaring Camp was published in the magazine's second edition. 

The Luck of Roaring Camp was set in the mining country. The same was The Outcasts of Poker Flat. These two skyrocketed Harte to great fame. His fame increased more when his comic ballad Plain Language from Truthful James men was praised by the readers.

When word of Dickens's death reached Bret Harte in July of 1870 a poetic tribute, Dickens in Camp, was composed by him and this was his masterpiece of verse. The poem is admired by the readers for its depth of feeling and unusual quality of its poetic expression. 

He was determined to pursue his literary career and for that he traveled back East, to New York and eventually to Boston. There he wrote poems, sketches, and stories. Those were the reflections of the excitements of his earlier years in California.

When Harte began to write, American popular fiction was largely preachy and sentimental. Harte's tales with his typical characters- rough miners, prostitutes, dance hall girls, gamblers, and badmen injected life to genre proving the truth that beneath every rugged exteriors beat hearts of gold. His characters are so popular that they became stereo-types in western fictions. Particularly the cowboy stories got immense response both from the readers and his successive writers. Good examples can be found in Mrs. Skagg's Husbands (1873), Tales of the Argonauts (1875), An Heiress of Red Dog and Other Sketches (1878), and Colonel Starbottle's Client, and Some Other People (1892); and in novels: M'Liss (1873), Gabriel Conroy (1876), and Jeff Briggs's Love Story (1880).

  He was appointed the United States Consul in the town of Krefeld, Germany in 1878 and Glasgow in 1880. In 1885 he decided to settle in London. His thirty years in Europe, he never stopped writing. He produced atypical output of stories that still maintains the freshness. He died in England in 1902.

8. A Biography of Somerset Maugham

The familiarity with the life of an author gives very enriching experience while reading his or her work. It helps in understaqnding and boosts enjoyment. The same text and its intrinsic aesthetic qualities get a different reception. The layers of interpretation open up. The writer gathers reader’s sympathetic more. 

Reading a biography can not be a replacement to close reading. But it is an alternative, new modes of appreciation. The reader enjoys the game of compare and contrast of the real life with the fictional. 

Somerset Maugham(1874-1965) is a good example. He had an affair with Gwendolyn Maud Syrie Barnardo Wellcome, got her pregnant. But he did justice by marring her. But they went through a messy divorce just after 10 years. He hated her for the rest of his life. 

His A Writer's Notebook is laced with arsenic. In it his view to women and man relationship is an usual result of cohabitation, sanctioned by society. And he is downright chauvinistic when he says – there are three duties of woman.-- to be pretty,  to be well-dressed, and never to contradict.Interestingly these were written between 1896 and 1900 when Maugham was in his early 20s, and has turned into a ripe old cynic. 

Maugham didn't meet Syrie till 1913. He stepped into a real mess when he met her. Despite many troubles they got togather and got a child. Syrie tried to kill herself by swallowing pills when knows about his affairs with others. He well proves that anyone is  cruelly trapped and befooled to marry a writer.

In a letter to Syrie written in the 1920s and published in 1962, Maugham writes that he married her because he was prepared to pay for my folly and selfishness. But he did not marry her because he loved her. Critics say that Maugham really loved men but tried to love women. Syrie knew that he is a homosexual. 

They tied the knot in New Jersey in 1917 and divorced in 1928. The fact and decade was the worst and the greatest mistake of Maugham's life. 

The hatred to women is warm in A Writer's Notebook and in his early creative output. But it is nothing in comparison to the heated that burns throughout Maugham's post-1915 creative production.

Maugham's life experience is best found in his autobiographical masterpiece Of Human Bondage. It is a true tale written out of suffering. In this masterpiece protagonists Philip Carey and Mildred Rogers and their life well depicts the life of the author. The turmoil in their lives is nothing but the dipiction of author’s life.

Reading the lifeof the writer and his fiction side by side is a great entertainment and experience. The reader can well discover what is included and excluded. It is always a new perspective to see the things.

But looking the things in a differenrt look-  the object of the fiction is enjoyment. Maugham himself accnowledges  in Great Novelists and Their Novels, that reading biography only adds to the fun.

9. A biography Dorothy Rothschild Parker

Dorothy Rothschild Parker (1893-1967), renowned American humorist, was greatly known for her sharp prose and verse satires. 

She was born in New Jersey to Scottish-Jewish parents. She attended Miss Dana's School there and ended her schooling at the Blessed Sacrament Convent in New York City. 

She was on the editorial team at Vogue from 1916 to 1917. And she became an editor and drama critic for Vanity Fair from 1917 to 1920. She was biting, harsh at her reviews of several important plays. So she had to change and join New Yorker. She began her popular column "Constant Reader," there. Here she freely continued her witty attacks on the contemporary literary scene.

She collaborated with Elmer Rice on Close Harmony (1924), an less successful drama. She left the New Yorker. Her first collection of verse, Enough Rope, was a best seller. She started writing short fiction and verse.  Her story Big Blonde was greatly praised and won the O. Henry Prize in 1929. In 1928 her volume of poems, Sunset Gun was published. Next came her first collection of short stories, Lament for the Living in 1930. It was a presentation of a fine insight of human temperament as well as a general skepticism concerning life. 

Parker moved to Hollywood to write movies in the early 1930s. Her one of the major film projects was The Fan (1949). It was based on Oscar Wilde's play Lady Windermere's Fan. She continued to write for the mainstream. And her major output of this period was Death and Taxes, a compilation of verse, in1931; a volume of short stories, After Such Pleasures (1932); Collected Stories (1942); and Collected Poetry (1944). 

In the last two mentioned above qualifies Parker's literary talent. The two are characterized by their scornful, stylishly parched commentaries on the indecisive quality of destiny. Critics comment that she has deep feelings to whatever she writes. A state of mind, an era, and a few moments of human experience is so beautifully ventured in her writings that nobody else has been able to convey.

Parker slowly got her involved in political and social issues. 

She brought herself before the House Un-American Activities Committee in 1951. It restricted her literary labors in later life very as expected. For sometime she taught at the University of California. 

She was so impressed by the movement for the colored people that she donated almost her entire estate to Martin Luther King, Jr., and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Parker died in the year 1967.

10. A biography of Isaac Asimov

Isaac Asimov (1920-1992) was born in Petrovichi, Russia. He grew up in a family of orthodox religion culture. But it did not affect much on his childhood. In 1923 his family moved to the United States, and settled in New York.

Asimov, the voracious reader, read Iliad, William Shakespeare plays, history books and others. After leaving Boys High School in Brooklyn, Asimov studied chemistry at Columbia University, New York, graduated in 1939 and received his M.A. in 1941. In 1942 Asimov married Gertrude Blugerman. 

During WW II Asimov served in the US Naval Air Experimental Station from 1942 to 1945 with science fiction writers as L. Sprague de Camp and Robert A. Heinlein. 

Asimov started writing when he was only eleven and when eighteen he sold his first story, 'Marooned Off Vesta'. One of the magazines in which his tales was printed was Astounding Science Fiction. Asimov's first novel, Pebble in the Sky  was published in 1950. Asimov’s first nonfiction The chemicals Of  Life was published in  1954. His book The Intelligent Man’s Guide To Science came in the year 1960.

Nightfall (1941) is the best science fiction of him .He is popular for the Foundation novels. The first Foundation trilogy is the most impressive achievements of him. Asimov wrote The End of Eternity, which deals the paradoxes of time travel. 

He turned to novels in 1980s and began the ambitious project the Robot and Foundation sequences.The new books were Foundation's Edge (1982), The Robots Of Dawn (1983), Robots And Empire (1985), Foundation And Earth (1986), Prejudice To Foundation (1988), and Forward the Foundation (1993. 

Most of Asimov's Robot stories, as I, Robot (1950) and The Rest Of The Robots (1964). They were the foundation for the novels The Caves of Steel (1954) and The Naked Sun (1957).

Asimov's strength was in developing logically interesting ideas within a conservative story frame with just few physical or visual references. His autobiographies, In Memory Yet Green (1979) and In Joy Still Felt (1980), give a picture of the extremely popular author. I. Asimove (1994) was a glowing sketch of significant people and events in his life. He hoped that he would see it published before his death. It appeared posthumously. 

11. Biography of James Fenimore Cooper

J. F. Cooper was born at Burlington, New Jersey, in 1789, and he died of dropsy, at Cooperstown, New York, in 1851.He grew up on his father's estate near Lake Otsego. It was a wild region at that time and it had a deep and valuable impression in his sketching of border life and character.

His school life was at Albany and New Haven and he entered Yale College at the age of thirteen only. In his sixteenth year he enrolled himself in the United States navy and served there for six years. Cooper reached up to the commission of lieutenant. Then he entered his marriage life resigning his commission in 1811. It was the time he started writing. In 1819, he wrote Precaution a novel of the fashionable school. It was published anonymously and got little attention. In 1821 The Spy, a powerful and interesting romance based upon incidents connected with the American Revolution was published. It was a great success and popularized the author. In 1823 The Pioneers, the first of the Leather-stocking series, and The Pilot was bold and dashing stories he wrote. 


He published Lionel Lincoln in 1825 and it was less successful. Then came his Last of the Mohicans, his masterpiece in1826. From France he published “The Prairie” and “The Red Rover” in the succeeding year. And for these in 1826 Cooper became greatly popular novelist.

Some of his widely read works are --The Wept of the Wish-ton Wish (1827); The Notions of a Traveling Bachelor (1828); The Water Witch (1830); The Bravo (1831); The Heidenmauer (1832); The Headman of Berne (1833). While he was in abroad he sharply criticized the aristocracy. He wrote a series of letters for the National, a journal of Paris. 

In 1833, he published A Letter to my Countrymen. In it he tried to clear the disagreement he was engaged in through the Paris papers. 

 His other later publications include The American Democrat," 1835; Notes (1837). "Homeward Bound, and Home as Found (1839) The Pathfinder (1840) The History of a Pocket Handkerchief, and Ned Myers (1844). In1846he published Lives of Distinguished American Officers and that was included in the Naval history.

In 1847, The Crater, or Vulcan's Peak; 1848, "Oak Openings," and "Jack Tier;" 1849, "The Sea Lions;" 1850 appeared. His final work was The Ways of the Hour.

In the realm of fiction he has only a few equals. He belongs to the American nation but painting of nature under new and striking aspects gave him a European fame. His stories have been translated into many languages.

12. A biography –James Robert Baker

James Robert Baker (1946 –1997) was an American author with an attitude to transgress his time. The setting of his work is entirely related to Southern California, his native place.

After completing his graduation from University of California he began his career as a screenwriter. But soon he became disillusioned and started writing novels. He got recognition after the controversial publication of his novel Tim And Pete, and other books Fuel-Injected Dreams, Boy Wonder etc. Baker achieved offbeat status for his works posthumously.

Baker advocated a revolution in manners and particularly homosexuality. His father suspected him of having an affair with one of his male neighbors and even engaged spy after him. This fact is well used in many of his novels and Boy Wonder is such one. 

Baker began using drugs, started drinking heavily. After becoming a little serious to life he attended University of California film school. He won the Samuel Goldwyn Writing Awards there. He also directed two films there Mouse Klub Konfidential and Blonde Death. Mouse Klub Konfidential.

Baker’s literary influence ranges from Proust to Jim Thompson and Sam Peckinpah and Dennis Cooper. His works has references to film, music, and politics too. The imagery in the novels is cinematic, with expressions such as fade in/fade out, quick cut and VistaVision. 


He published his first book, Adrenaline, under the pseudonym James Dillinger. Here Baker started developing the themes - anarchy; anger and paranoid gay character, the processing to deface hypocrisy of organized religion, unidentified sex and its implications in the age of AIDS; and homophobia, the domination of gays in a Republican dominated America.  

His book Tim And Pete met with hostile reviews for its advocacy of political killing and terror tactics in combating AIDS intolerance. 
Baker's last published work, Right Wing, and his posthumous novels Testosterone and Anarchy represent a stylistic disappearance. He inserts himself into the plot. 
Three of Baker's books-- White Devils, Proto Punk, and Crucifying Todd have not been published. His two screenplays have not yet been filmed: Inez and Desert Women.

After the reception of Tim And Pete several critics named him "The Last Angry Gay Man". It became difficult to publish his works. He suffered depression. Refusal to Antidepressant medication and non-compliancy in the therapy became worst to him. Baker committed suicide at his home on November 5, 1997. 


13. Biography-an overview

A biography is a description of someone's life. It is usually in the form of a book or essay or may be in the form a film. A biography is not only a list of someone’s education, work, relationships and death it is also a portrail of the person's experience of those events. A biography presents the varied analysis of a person’s personality.

We find that the ancient Greeks have developed the biographical tradition. The word 'biographia' first came in Damascius' Life of Isodorus. 

Thucydides had set the benchmark for a historiographical tradition. Parallel Lives by Plutarch is a series of short biographies. 

In the beginning of Middle Ages, biographies was church-oriented. Lately the church effect to it was slowly moving out of it.. The most famous example can be Le Morte d'Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory.Giorgio Vasari's Lives of the Artists (1550) was a landmark biography with secular attitude. 

In the English language  biography began to appear at the time of reign of Henry VIII. John Foxe’s Acts and Monuments (1563) was the first dictionary of biography.What we call the Golden Age of English biography came in to existence in the late eighteenth century. Late 19th-century biography is found as very much formulaic. 

Psychology and Sociology ascended in the new century’s biographies. Sociological biographies almost downplayed individuality. The psychoanalysis penetrated biography.

We find the new school of biography that is featured with iconoclasts, scientific analysts, and fictional biographers. Some of them are Lytton Strachey, André Maurois, and Emil Ludwig among others. 

The1920s witnessed a biographical boom. In 1929 the first dictionary of American biography appeared. In the 1970s Women's biographies came and revolutionized the feminist activism. 

We are not to forget documentary film biographies. Numerous commercial films based on the lives of famous people are also now in much demand. .

The technological advancements in late 20th and early 21st centuries brought to us multi-media forms of biography. The web 2.0 applications has enabled the users to compile their own biography .Lastly the online biographies are in use.

So the evalution is on and we are waiting to see the further development of biography and its form. 

14. Biography of DORIS LESSING

Doris May Tayler (known to the readers as Doris Lessing) was born in Persia (now Iran) in the year 1919. She is originally a British. 

Her childhood was a mixture of pleasure and pain. She was influenced by Dickens, Scott, Stevenson, Kipling, D.H. Lawrence, Stendhal, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky and her father’s bitter unforgettable memories of World War I. Her writings take what is raw, uncriticized, and unexamined into the realm of the general. She prioritized the individuals.  

In 1937 she married Frank Wisdom and soon found him fearful, destroying. She came in contact with Left Book Club, a group of Communists. There she met Gottfried Lessing and shortly married him. 

The postwar years disillusioned her with the Communist movement and she left it in 1954. Moving to London in 1949 she published her first novel The Grass Is Singing. And her career as a professional writer began. 

Her fictions are autobiographical with politics, cultures and social concerns and reflect racial inequality, the conflict of mind inside the individual. In 1956 she was prohibited in Southern Rhodesia and South Africa.

She wrote the Children of Violence (1951-1959), a conventional novel about the growth in consciousness of women. Lessing’s The Golden Notebook (1962) is a narrative about multiple selves of womanhood.

In the 1970s and 1980s Lessing explored the quasi-mystical insight into human character. Her Briefing for a Descent into Hell (1971), (Memoirs of a Survivor, 1974) is considered as inner-space fictions. Her Canopus in Argos: Archives (1979-1983) is a science fiction of higher planes of existence. These reflect how Idries Shah’s writings on Sufi mysticism influenced her.

Lessing's other novels include The Good Terrorist (1985) and The Fifth Child (1988), The Diary of a Good Neighbour (1983), If the Old Could... (1984), Under My Skin: Volume One of My Autobiography, to 1949 appeared in 1995, Mara and Dann (1999), Ben, in the World (2000), Going Home(1996), In Pursuit of the English(1996 republished), Playing the Game (graphic novel). Some of these books give the insight into Mrs. Lessing's personality. 

Play with A Tiger and Other Plays is a compilation of 3 of her plays: Play with a Tiger, The Singing Door and Each His Own Wilderness. In 1997 she also wrote for the opera The Marriages Between Zones Three, Four and Five. And in the same year her Walking in the Shade, second and final volume of her autobiography came out. 

In 2000 she was appointed a Companion of Honour. In 2001 she got the Prince of Asturias Prize in Literature award for her brilliant literary works in defense of freedom and Third World causes. In 2007 she got the Nobel Prize for Literature. Her recent novel is Alfred and Emily and she claims it her last book.

15. Flannery O’Connor- a biography

O’Connor was born in Savannah, Georgia in the year 1925. There she attended a grammar school and high school. O’Connor got admission in Georgia State College for Women. There she wrote for literary magazine till receiving diploma in 1945. Her writings earned her fellowship to the Writers’ Workshop at the University of Iowa. 

She occupied all together two drastically different worlds. The world she created in her stories is inhabited with bratty children, devout frauds, confused intellectuals and murderers who astonish and upset readers. And her personal life was largely uneventful. 

She sold her first story to Accent in 1946. O’Connor began her professional career at the age of twenty-two. She moved to New York and worked on her first novel, Wise Blood. In 1950 she was diagnosed as having lupus and returned to Georgia for treatment. She took up permanent residence on her mother’s farm in Milledgeville though the life was restricted she never stopped writing stories. 

Rural southern culture is the basis of her stories but they are set within the psychological and spiritual landscapes of the human soul. Hers is a broad approach to spiritual issues by providing moral, social, and psychological contexts. Her insights and passions are to readers both amazing and captivating. In her stories characters are radically different from people her readers know though finally they turn almost familiar and connected to the real life.

Flannery O’Connor died of lupus just before her fortieth birthday. She had completed two novels, Wise Blood (1952) and The Violent Bear It Away (1960) and thirty-one short stories. In 1957 she lectured at several universities. She expressed her dislikes for a television version of the short story The Life You Save May Be Your Own. She at the same year receives a grant from the National Institute of Arts and Letters. 

Her brief life and comparatively humble output is regarded as among the most eminent American fiction of the mid-twentieth century. Her two great collections of short stories are A Good Man Is Hard to Find (1955) and Everything That Rises Must Converge (1965). Those two were included later in The Complete Stories of Flannery O’Connor (1971), and won the National Book Award.

16. Frederik  Pohl a biography

Frederik George Pohl was born in 1919. His family settled in Brooklyn when Pohl was around seven years old. He attended the Brooklyn Tech high school, but dropped out at the age of 14 to work. In his teenage he grew a lifelong friendship with writer Isaac Asimov. 

In 1936, Pohl joined the Young Communist League, an organization in favor of trade unions and against racial prejudice. In 1939 he could no longer support the party line and left it.

Pohl is a versatile- science fiction writer, a poet, a teacher, an editor of several books, magazines and may be what not.

Pohl is a consistent writer of modern science fictions. He is the recipient of most of the awards in the field of the science-fiction including the Edward E. Smith and Donald A. Wollheim memorial award, only to name a few. He is the person to won the Hugo award both as writer and as editor. He is a Fellow to both the British Interplanetary Society and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

He is a renowned lecturer in the area of future studies. He is the author of Practical Politics, a manual of the American political process. His book Our Angry Earth is on the world's environmental problems and it is written in collaboration with the late Isaac Asimov. His most recent and acclaimed Chasing Science is on the uses of science as a spectator sport. 

Many of Pohl's works have been adapted for radio, television, or film. The first of its kind was Air version of the classic The Space Merchants in 1953. His famous short story, The Midas Plague became greatly popular in German television. The 1981 NBC television film, The Clonemaster, was based on his Gateway. It has been dramatized also for theatrical productions. His The Tunnel under the World became a feature film in Italy. And his novels, Man Plus and Gateway, are in development in America as films. Gateway was also made into a computer game titled Frederik Pohl's Gateway.

His recent novels are The World at the End of Time, Outnumbering the Dead, Stopping at Slowyear, The Voices of Heaven, O Pioneer, and The Siege of Eternity.

He traveled widely to lecture on behalf of the United States State Department or to attend international conferences on science or science fiction writing. He was president of both World SF and the Science Fiction Writers of America. He is currently Midwest Area Representative to the Authors Guild. He currently makes his home in Palatine, Illinois, with his wife, Dr. Elizabeth Anne Hull, a noted scholar in the field of science fiction.

17. A Biography of Kilgore Trout  - the greatest science fiction writer of all time.
Kilgore Trout was born of American parents on the British island of Bermuda in 1907. Trout attended grammar school there. Later the family moved to Dayton, Ohio. Trout graduated from Thomas Jefferson High School in 1924. Thereafter, he wandered around the country, took small jobs and started writing science-fiction in his spare time. During this period he stayed at many places as Hyannis, Mass., Indianapolis, Ind., and Ilium and Cohoes, N.Y. He faced marriage and divorce three times. And his child Leo is a veteran of Vietnam. 

Trout has written one hundred seventeen novels and two thousand short stories till 1974. Trout's extreme isolation and coldness to the publication of his stories kept him behind the lime light until quite a few days. His choice of publication somehow was wrong for which his works was distributed only to stores that publishers thought and categorized fitting. Without Trout's permission or knowledge a publisher put lurid covers on his novels and used his short stories in chief and mean way for money making in several magazines. 

His fiction has got notice of some critics very recently and has been praised for its great imagination and fleet and satire.

Professor Pierre Versins in 1973 says of Trout that there is much left to research on him and he also indicates that he is been neglected too. This is true, but the task of collecting Trout’s entire works is very much difficult. No publisher has yet been able to say he or she has all of Trout's stories. The most popular work of Trout Venus on the Half-Shell is that rare that the only known possessor (Dell Publishing Company) required payment of several thousand dollars. 

Presently Trout's career is taking up word flight. It is really a matter of joy that Dell has first launched Kilgore Trout into the literary-mainstream. And what is more important is that the author is now no way indifferent to his writings. It is been reflected the fact that he has rewritten Venus on the Half-Shell. 

18. Leo Tolstoy Books and Biography

Leo Tolstoy is great famous fiction writer in the Western standard. He is fame is in, War and Peace and Anna Karenina. The books are the world’s greatest novels.

Tolstoy’s expressions were very intense inspecting inwards, questioning own experiences, own actions, and morality. Tolstoy’s biography can be well traced by his literature.

Leo Tolstoy (Russian name was Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy) was born in 1828 in Yasnaya Polyana. He went to study Oriental languages and law at the University of Kazan. But alcohol, cards, and women came in the way. 

Childhood, Boyhood, and Youth were Tolstoy’s first fictional pieces. It is a jumble of events from friend’s and own childhood. In it he deals with pain, realization of social status, and spiritual conflicts. Truly these  themes continued  in his career.

After university he served in Russia’s movement in the Caucasus and the Crimea. He experienced the siege of Sevastopol.

His Sevastopol Sketches depicts warfare with cruel honesty. This work is the first fiction to vivify a realistic battlefield. It spared no room for chauvinism or glorification of the human character. It paved the way to War and Peace.

He started a family at Yasnaya Polyana.  He married Sophia Andreyevna Behrs, 15 years younger to him   in 1862. Tolstoy absorbed himself in writing.

His short story Family Happiness in 1859 was written at the time when he contemplated settling down to married life. In the story Masha marries Sergey, an older and worldlier man. Sergey, consciously tries to raise his wife to be a responsible woman. Masha well discovers that marriage is not the bliss she anticipated. 

Anna Karenina reflects Tolstoy’s view of joy, possible in married life. We see the sinful romance and destined life of Anna and the blameless, optimistic romance between Levin and Kitty. In the story Levin is Tolstoy-figure and gives Kitty his diary just as Tolstoy did to his wife for sexual guidance. Levin ends his ethical struggles by marrying young Kitty, moving to a rural estate, and putting his confidence in God.

At 50, Tolstoy changed to extreme rationalism. He discarded contemporary doctrines. He propagated his ideals. He was excommunicated by the Russian conventional Church.

A Confession was Tolstoy’s idealistic writing from this period. It detailed his life’s search for religious truth. Later works like What I Believe and The Kingdom of God is Within continued this line of philosophy. Tolstoy’s obsession with spirituality, passive confrontation, and death were also reflected in novels like Resurrection, The Death of Ivan Ilych, Hadji Murad, and also in the ease of stories like Alyosha the Pot.
19. Philip K. Dick – a biography

He was born in Chicago in 1928. His relationship with his parents was difficult. And they divorced when he was five years old.

His parents served as models for many of the characters in his fictional world. He was depressed for the death of his sister and the typical attitude of mother. He could not fit himself to the reality and allow his mind to accept the ongoing human relation and its turmoil. This was the reason Dick raised the question of being Real and of being Human!

In Berkeley Dick grew up, graduated and briefly attended the University of California in 1949.

Dick suffered from schizophrenia through out his early age. But he himself was disturbed for it. But later it was found that he is normal. The nervous breakdowns he suffered, was for the situations he underwent. His experience reflects in Martian Time-Slip (1964). In his Self Portrait he discusses how he set him free to write of the multifaceted realities of his own personal experience.

Authors and realists as Xenophon, Joyce, Stendhal, Flaubert and Maupassant left good impact on him in his early twenties. Dick accepts that James T. Farrell and his Studs Lonigan helped him construct the SF stories that he sold in to the SF pulps in the early 1950s.

Herb Hollis, a small businessman under whom he worked was a kind of father-figure and inspiration for a number of his later fictional characters and such an example is Leo Bulero in The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch (1965).

In the early 1950s Anthony Boucher, a science fiction (SF) editor, helped Dick to publish stories in the SF pulps. He soon gave up his other jobs to follow the reasonably insecure career of an SF writer. 


In 1954 he met one of his SF idols, A. E. Van Vogt who he himself accepts to have influence on his SF novels writing. Dick published sixteen SF novels between the years 1959 and 1964. 

Dick received the Hugo Award in 1963 for The Man in the High Castle. And the book tells of a post-World War II world.

In February and March 1974, Dick experienced in himself a series of visions and auditions. A year after in1975 Dick summarized the 2-3-74 experiences. And it pervaded his writing for the final eight years of his life.


In 1981 he kept to explore the ramifications of 2-3-74 in his Exegesis, a journal. He is shrewd guide to the shifting realities of the twenty-first century. Dick died in 1982 for repeated strokes accompanied by heart failure

20. Robert A. Heinlein a biography

Robert Anson Heinlein (1907 – 1988) was one of the most popular, dominant, and contentious authors of rigid science fiction. A few have equaled his standard. He raised the standards of literary quality of science fiction. 

The outlook and values of his time had a definite influence on his fiction. The experiences from his childhood were drawn upon both for setting and for cultural atmosphere. His  Time Enough for Love and To Sail Beyond the Sunset are good examples to find that influnce.The military ideals were the other influence on Heinlein. He graduated from the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis in 1929. He served in the United States Navy.

His first story, Life-Line, was printed in Astounding Science-Fiction magazine. Heinlein’s first novel  For Us, The Living: A Comedy of Customs (1939) was first published in 2003 much later his death. It was a window into the development of his radical ideas about man as a social animal and interest in free love. Heinlein’s novels, set in a Future History, are complete with a time line of political, cultural, and technological changes. A chart of the future history came out in 1941 issue of Astounding. His novel Rocket Ship Galileo, was initially rejected as too much imagenary.  His novel Starship Troopers (1959) was criticized by some as being fascist. His Stranger in a Strange Land (1961) lines him as pied piper to the sexual revolution and counterculture. The Moon Is a Harsh Mistress tells of threat posed by government and on individual freedom. His remarkable novels are The Number of the Beast and To Sail Beyond the Sunset. These books communicated his ideals and beliefs in life and religion. His The Cat Who Walks Through Walls, is an adventure story exposing ultimately philosophical fantasias. The 1982 novel Friday continued his theme of expecting disintegration of Earth's society. His novel Job: A Comedy of Justice (1984) is a blow to the organized religion.

From the beginning with his very first works in the later 1930s he established an effortless skill blended with exploratory concepts and fast-paced storytelling and it continued till he wrote his last work. And it brought him fame and many rewards. Heinlein won four Hugo Awards and also Retro Hugos. He also won the first Grand Master Award given by the Science Fiction Writers of America for lifetime achievement.

