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1. Definition of Science fiction

Science fiction termed as Sci Fi includes supernatural stories of science. It includes horror, supernatural power, imaginary power of science or developed technology of science. In science fiction impossible things are possible or believable with the proper scientific explanation and presentation. Science fiction stories may include Aliens from other planets, Journey by time machine, Imaginary advancement in technology and their effect on human life. Different authors defined Science Fiction in Different way. Proper definition and demarcation of Science Fiction is impossible. Starting from Arabian Nights, Gulliver’s Travels, Frankenstein and The Last Man are notable landmarks in the field of Science Fiction. 

Different authors defined Science fiction in different ways. If we consider Thomas Moore’s Utopia it is all about fantasy. Mary Shelly type of writing includes supernatural power of science with proper scientific explanation and establishment of facts. Arabian Nights are also type of science fiction without any proper explanation of science. A tour to Gulliver’s land is science fiction. Author and editor Damon Knight said Science Fiction is what we point to when we say it. Author Mark. C. Glassy said you do not know what it is but you will come to know when you will see it. If we consider Nabokov then Shakespeare is also a fiction writer in The Tempest. Robert A. Heinlein said realistic speculation of future scientific development is science fiction. The mask of the red death by Edger Allen Poe can be classified as a Science Fiction. Hence, science fiction can’t be clearly defined or demarcated. What Science fiction actually is and what is not might be confusing. What Arthur C Clark has written was Science Fiction at a time but with the advancement of science, these fiction stories turned up as reality with modern technology. According to John Baxter Science Fiction and Science Film has a little common ground. Science Fiction writings are logical and with optimistic ground of science whereas Science Fiction films are illogical superstitious horror and negative part of science. Science fiction films are intellectual impossibility and deals with people rather than with technology. Alvin Toffler said, by challenging anthropocentricism and temporal provincialism, science fiction throws open the whole of civilization and its premises to constructive criticism. So Science Fiction is an argumentative fact science time immemorial, and argument will continue.
2. Classification of Science Fiction

Frankenstein - a demon refused by human civilization becoming destructive and dangerous is a type of science fiction that deals with the negative imaginary power of science. A journey by time machine is a type of science fiction – it is amusing, imaginary and deals with positive aspect of science. Golem is a brainless dull character in Jewish mythology - whereas when adopted by Europeans, refused by a lady and turned up into an aggressive demon. 

Science Fiction can be classified on the basis of the content of the story. Mainly science fictions are of three types - Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror. Science fiction can be further categorized into different subgenre like alternative history, time travel, catastrophe, other world, techno thriller and short story. These kind of stories mainly deal with hardcore facets of science like Physics, Chemistry, Astrophysics and Biochemistry. 

Hardcore science fiction depicts an advanced description of science and gives proper explanation of scientific events presented in the story. Stories of Arthur C Clarke belong to this type. Some hardcore science fiction writers have been known as working scientists themselves. Neal Asher, Adam Roberts, Peter F. Hamilton, Alastair Reynolds, Robert Forward, Gregory Benford, Charles Sheffield, Isaac Asimov, Catherine Asaro, and Geoffrey A. Landis – all are of this category. 

Fantasy can be categorized in Alternative History, Magic and Wizard, Animal fantasy, Arthurian legend, Comedy, Heroic fantasy, strange or lost people, Sword and Sorcery, Dark fantasy. Fantasy deals with social, economic, political, psychological and anthropological issues. Some legendary authors who have produced significant amount of work in this style will include Neal Asher, Adam Roberts, Peter F. Hamilton, Alastair Reynolds, Robert Forward, Gregory Benford, Charles Sheffield, Isaac Asimov, Catherine Asaro, and Geoffrey A. Landis.

Horror types of story include vampires and other supernatural creatures. Dracula by Bram stokers is a legend horror story. With the advancement of science, Science Fiction also becomes developed. Cyberpunk (internet story), Space opera (a romantic adventurous travel in space) is the recent addition in science fiction. Science Fiction varies with continent and socio cultural milieu like Africa and African Diaspora, Asia, Europe, Germany and Australian Oceanian Fiction Etc. Classification of creativity is not possible by any flow chart so classification and argument continues. 

3. History of Science Fiction

History of science Fiction includes both the literature and the films. Science fiction writing boomed in the early 20th century, with the boom in the exploration in the field of science and technology. As scientific research developed, we saw a social concern developing in our minds - is this speedy development of science good for human civilization? Writers started to analyse and explain the positive and the negative aspects of science. Science Fiction writings have three eras – early era, middle era and modern era. 

Early era of writings include the Epic of Apocalyptic science, like Arabian nights. Ovid's Metamorphose, Dante's The Divine Comedy and Shakespeare's The Tempest also contain some degree of science fiction depending upon their storyline. Even Thomas Moore’s Utopia is also considered as science fiction. 

Middle era of science fiction writing includes Joules Verne and H.G. Wells, with their proper scientific explanation. Modern era of science writing includes works of George Orwell, Virginia Woolf, James Joyace. The writing style of Virginia Woolf is also considered by critics as Feninist Science Fiction. 

Type of Science fiction also varies with the continent of origin or context, like American proto-science fiction, Asian, German, Australian, and European science fiction. Waiting for Godot brought a new essence in science fiction writing. Edgar Allan Poe was famous for his horror genre but his science fiction writing inspired Joules Verne and H.G. Wells. 

Now if we consider the history of science fiction films, we can start from early 1920s. Science fiction films appeared in very early silent film era. In the 1920s, American and European science fiction film era evolved. The 1930s was the golden era for Fictional films, marked by the 1933. The release of King Kong, Empire State Building,  Lost Horizon, Just Imagine, Things to Come, Flash Gordon, Dick Tracy made a new landmark in the history of science fiction.  During the Second World War, films started to show more devastating aspects of science. In 1960 the Space Odyssey series by Clarke was turned into a film and a new era of fiction films dawned. 

In 1990, the internet gave birth to Cyberpunk. In the year 2000, fiction films went back to the world of fantasy, with J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter being the latest and very successful addition in the field of Science Fiction Films. 

4. Scope of Science Fictions

Science Fictions have been written mainly to entertain people. Most commonly the Science Fiction is termed as SF, by the Science fiction writers or readers. The term Sci-fi was used by Forrest J Ackeman in 1954. Another popular term to describe Science Fiction was hi-fi which is no longer in use. Science Fictions are the stories, which deal with the imaginative power within the logical domain of science, its use and impact on the society as well as on the persons as individuals. But the margin of science fiction is not well defined by authors. Anything under the sun, that deals with supernatural power, unusual topic and imagery may be the topic of science fiction.

Science fictions can be categorized in different classes as :

· Effect of imaginary science on future.

· The imaginary effect of actually developed science.

· Developed technology based on actual science.

· More developed technology based on imagination.

· How science and technology will affect the life of an imaginary society?

Science Fiction stories may describe an extraterrestrial civilization, a person with superpower, or a parallel or alternative dimension of space, time and the unusual reactions in a scientific story which can provide for the reader straightforward knowledge.

Science fiction hardly differs from original fiction. If the supernatural elements are deleted from the Science Fictions, it will become a part of mainstream story.  The phrase “speculative fiction”, has been suggested as more inclusive than "science fiction".

It can be argued that science fictions are the modern form of fantastic elements, like magic, transformation and divinity.

.Precursors of the genre, such as Mary Shelley's Gothic novel Frankenstein, and Robert Louis Stevenson's The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886) are plain Science Fictions, whereas Bram Stoker's Dracula (1897) is based on the supernatural power. A borderline case is is Mark Twain's A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court. The broader category of speculative fiction includes science fiction, fantasy, alternative history and literature, such as Olaf Stapledon's Darkness and the light speculative fiction.

Finally what will be the subject of science fiction depends on the writers. Writers may describe future which will happen, may write on Fantasy, may write on the past happening of East and so on.

5. Themes of Science Fiction

Ever since man has been looking at the starry sky above him, its dark infinity has intrigued him to weave the net of his unbridled imagination. The story of science fiction starts just from here. It is now a widely accepted genre of fiction, with the concept being mostly the speculative and futuristic science and technology, but not keeping aside the themes of fantasy, horror, weirdness and terror. There is hardly a media nowadays, which has not marketed on the huge popularity of this genre, be it books, television, films, art, theatre or even games.   

Though it sometimes deals with fantasy, yet is distinct in the ways that, science fiction is largely based on scientific ideas, if even futuristic, whereas, fantasy has no responsibility to be rational. Therefore, it can be said that, science fiction is the “literature of ideas”, where the reader can have the freedom of considering the described ideas to be happenable in remote future, if not in present.

Science fiction mostly revolves around the following themes : 

· The outer space or cosmos, which is the birth place of all imaginations, with the bizarre looking aliens.

· Time that had never come in the history of human civilization or would come in remote future.

· Scientific ideas or discoveries that do not abide by the common laws of nature, like that of time-travelling or defying gravitation.

· Some supernatural abilities of the man made robots or androids, as having faster speed than light or having brains that are fed by electricity.

This genre can also be sub divided into various sub genres, which are often wrapped up with other sub genres of popular fiction. These may include Alternate history and Psychohistory under the genre History; Ray Guns, Space Warfare and Alien Invasion under Military; Astrobiology and Homosexuality under Alternative Societies;  Dystopia, Utopia, Libertarianism and Galactic Empires under Political Structures; Body implant, Cloning, Bionics, Mind Uploading and Cryonics under Biology; Mind Reading, Telepathy, Telekinesis and Clairvoyance under Psychology and many more. Artificial gravity, Artificial intelligence and Virtual Reality are some of the mind-boggling ideas of this genre.

6. How Science Fiction madness became a part of our life

Utter the name of Victor Frankenstein or Godzilla – and a horrifying picture of these captivating yet fictitious characters will emerge in your mind. This is due to the huge popularity of these fictional characters.  

Since time immemorial, Fiction characters have made their existence felt in literature, scriptures, cave paintings and sculptures. Slowly but unconsciously, they have become a part of our life. We believe in existence of Alchemists and Witches. Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, all of them have created their own mad scientist characters, who perform different fictional experiments. 

Let us take a journey to the Gulliver’s Land. I hope you would not mind and I don’t need to explain, as what you will experience during your journey. If you want to have some pocket money in an easiest way, just sell your soul to an evil power.  This was the Idea of Dr. Faust. Then just see, what would happen to you. 

Who doesn’t know ‘Rowtang’, a 1927 fiction film character? His continuous desire for power and revenge makes him his own slave. After 1914, electricity became the weapons of the scientists. A sudden change was also observed in the portrayal of the mad scientists after 1945. During this period, Atom bomb was already invented and science has already been given the form of devastation.

The concept of mad science changed after the devastation of Hiroshima. Electric weapons got replaced by radiation. Along with the progress of science, mad scientist characters became more developed. During 2000, fictional comic characters like Narbonic, Girl genius etc. appeared who were also logical to some extent. 

Still now, it was all about Fictional characters. Now, let’s go to the real life mad scientists. What is Love?  Harry Harlow tried to find out. He experimented with a monkey and inferred that love is the thing, without which a monkey gets mad! Why Fidel Castro is still alive? Because, Sidney Gottlieb, an American Biochemist who worked with CIA, failed. There are many such examples of mad scientists and their works, as weird as Brain Transplantation, Memory control etc. Hence, it is clear that the madness will continue, so will the weird experiments with science.

7. Mad Scientists: A stock Character of Science Fiction Films 

What is the problem, if I want to create a clone of myself or if I want to make thousands of prototypes of my favourite Pussy cat? In our conventional society, doing something unusual is considered as madness. The intention behind creating Frankenstein was good, but the effect of this experiment on human civilization was not. 

If we consider the history of Science fiction, we would notice a time-to-time change in the portrayal of the characters of the mad scientists. In early era of science fiction, science did not developed that much, so fictional characters were also less advanced. Poor equipments, monsters and supernatural power were the weapons of the fiction heroes of that time. 

As science developed, so developed the equipments of the mad scientists and they also became powerful. After the Second World War, the atomic bomb was explored and the world saw the face of Nazi torture. During that period, mad scientist characters became more vicious. 

As the research area of the mad scientists is concerned, they mostly work in the diverse fields of Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Biology, Relative Theory, Robotics, Surgery and Mechanics. Now I would like to ask a question to my readers, as why are we suffering from the recent economic crisis? The most probable reason is that, mad scientists are not working on the economic field. Actually, mad scientists do not bother to work on the fields like Social Science, Geology and Mining. Do you have any idea of who will be the Chairperson, if a conference for the mad scientists is organized? Will he be Victor Frankenstein or Dr. Faustus or Rotwang or Bob Page or Dr.Jekyll?  If you ask me, I will vote for the recent time Girl genius or Narbonic.  Do you believe that scientists could act as devils? After watching “Islands of Lost soul”, one would start to. 

Still now, I was only discussing about Fictional mad science characters. There are real life mad scientists characters too. Science is actually an experiment, which sometime delves into bizarre issues like madness. So, the list of mad scientists and scientific madness are there to continue. 

8. Science Fiction as an inspiration to scientific invention

How Science Fiction can inspire scientific inventions?  Before searching the answer, let us think that, why we apply scientific knowledge to our practical life. Since prehistoric times, we are applying science and technology in our daily life to make it more comfortable. If a science fiction novel gives us an idea of how to have a more relaxing life or how to be technically powerful, we would definitely try to follow that idea. 

Arthur C. Clarke wrote an account on the travel to moon, which was then a fiction, but after a decade, it happened in real. Clark’s fictional idea about the origin of our civilization from the aliens may also get established, if the scientific researches to find the sign of life on mars becomes successful.

Cell phone, Television, Radio, Internet are the gifts of science, but the idea of geostationary orbit was given by Clarke and that was then termed as science fiction. Robot was a fictional idea, but robotics is science. Another field of science fiction literature is the detective fiction. What Agatha Christie wrote was fiction, but the ideas of Lie Detector, Thinking Machine and the more modern looking glass were already given by the detective fiction writers. 

Science fiction does not only serve for entertainment, but it also inspires us to work on scientific exploration. Every year, NASA organizes Junior Scientists’ Conference to encourage young scientists. If you are still dubious about the inspiration of science fiction on the scientific inventions, just ask Paul Krugman, the famous Nobel laureate Economist, who confessed to be inspired by Asimov. 

The invention of Computer was inspired by the idea to combine two different branches of science, Mathematics and Electronics. There is a web site, which will give you the long list of 662 inventions, which have been inspired by science fiction. 

Do you believe in Nostradamus’ future prediction? That is also a fiction, which inspires us to invent more efficient technology, to save our civilization from the possible, ensuing disasters. Believing in science fiction and taking them as inspirations for research, is an old practice. Actually we need a guide to proceed, for which, science fiction is ideal. 

9. Robots in Science Fiction Films

Throughout the history of science Fiction, robots occupy a very significant position, without whom, science fiction can not find ground under its feet. Very often, contemporary society has been reflected through the robots. As during 1950’s cold war, they were projected as frightening elements, whereas in later period, the clash between the robots and human-beings was of prime importance and sometimes they were the servile helpers of mankind. 

The term coined by Czech playwright Karel Capek, finds its roots in the word “robota”, meaning work, to describe a group of menials, “manufactured” in Rossum's factory, until they got emotion and transformed from subservients to killers. 

The term robot is used in describing three particular types :

· Robot or ‘Robotic’: this term depreciatively used to describe the programmed device, which do not have its own intelligence and works under the creator’s instructions. 

· Android or Humanoid: describes the human look-alikes who have some human characteristics as emotion and intelligence, and are independent.

· Cyborg or Bionic man/woman: describes the alternate human beings, whose physiological processes are controlled from outside and thus they are opposite to the Androids. 

The first robot to appear in literature was Tik-Tok, in L. Frank Baum's novel ‘Ozma of Oz’(1907) and the association of robots with films dates back to 1908, when a lot of short films were made featuring the “mechanical men”, as the robots were called. They were mostly villains, including ‘An Animated Doll’ (1908), ‘The Rubber Man’(1909), ‘Automation’(1910 and 1914), ‘The Inventor’s Secret’(1911), ‘The Electric Leg’(1912), ‘Hoffmans Erzaehlungen’(1915) and the 6-part serial ‘Homunculus’ (1916). ‘Frankenstein’ was a later addition (1938), though there is dispute as whether Frankenstein was a robot. 

Metropolis (1927), The Wizard of Oz (1939), The Day The Earth Stood Still (1951), Forbidden Planet (1956), Roboman (1974), Star Wars(1977 to 2005), Star Trek: The Motion Picture (1979), Android (1982), The Terminator series(1984 onwards),  Aliens (1986), Robocop (1987), Cyborg (1989), Bicentennial Man (1999) and The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy (2005) are some of the most noteworthy films made on robots. With the developmentof science at the speed of a rocket, more innovative and intelligent robots are most eagerly awaited.

10. Scientific Romance

Scientific Romance is a term, which has now been replaced by the term Science Fiction. It finds its descent in the 19th century England, albeit, the pioneers from other countries like Jules Verne and Camille Flammarion also cultivated in this field. 

As Brian Stableford has maintained, the science fictions of the British writers were markedly different from those in America, in their style of sculpting the heroes in dimmer light of their own credit, emphasising largely on the futuristic and natural aspect of the happenings and not bothering to take space into their consideration. The works of H.G. Wales shows the reinvented, so called heroes being vulnerable at the hands of the supreme force, i.e., nature. This very thought of whether man is a rational supremo over other non-humans, is well reflected in the ‘The Hampdenshire Wonder’ by J. D. Beresford and in several works by S. Fowler Wright. 

The revolutionary aspect of this genre of fiction was also evident from the novels of  Wells’ ‘The Time Machine’ and Olaf Stapledon’s ‘Star Maker’, which takes the reader to a spine-chilling space-travel. 

The proponents of the theory of sinners’ sufferings, resulted by the cosmic exploration include the works of  C. S. Lewis, whose ‘Space Trilogy’ adds to thet said theory of the “original sin” and the flaw, that was inherited from the heredity of the ape predecessors. Unlike those British “Science Romance” writers, neither aware nor keen to venture into the fields of adventure or space, Eric Frank Russell was an exception to write for the American publication.    

Post World War-II, the favour for the Science Romance drifted towards Science Fiction, and the writers shelved off the term “Romance” from their identity to make themselves only “writers”. 

A Victorian or Edwardian outlook started to gain air by its side from late 1970’s, with the term “Science Romance”, of which, Christopher Priest (a member of the H. G. Wells Society) is an noted example.

Though said to be associated with the “Steampunk" sub-genre, today’s Scientific Romance is distinct by its more romantic and nostalgic approach and is mostly set in the future than in the past.

11. Spiritualism in science fiction

As the term “science” is concerned, science fiction often gets engaged in devaluing religion and depicts the spiritual superpower as primeval and irrational. It is this outlook, that gives the explanation to it itself, by transforming the Gods into extra-terrestrial aliens and the prophets into time-travellers from distant future. It also elucidates the religious beliefs and experiences as metaphysical wisdom achieved through the means of technology.

As every other genre of fiction, spiritual science fiction too consists of contradictory ideas of both relegating and endorsing religious beliefs and the opinions of the writers of this genre on this aspect, are as varied as possible. 

With an attempt to evaluate a subject as serious as spirituality & religion, science fiction can not afford to judge it lightly, and it does not. Rather it goes much more than skin deep into it, and also expects the reader to take that little pain to get out of their respective understanding of it, to do justice to the novel. And more often than not, it struggles to keep to its responsibility to deliver the best, in terms of authenticity.

The widely varying topics include the titles like Frank Herbert's Dune, where Paul Muad'dib becomes a messiah after being served the concoction of a drug and spice; or Philip K. Dick's short story "Faith of our Fathers’, where the hero faces an omnipotent god who is the predator of all. 

For many science fiction stories and films, we have found an underlying spiritual element – which is fairly evident at times. “The Force be with You” in Star Wars can be cited. In H.G. Wells’ “War of the Worlds” (1897), the main protagonist surveys the dead Martians and realises that these were “slain, after all man’s devices had failed, by the humblest things that God has put upon this Earth.” We find that in the cloak of an extraterrestrial adventure story, Wells subtly shows an underlying belief in something greater than man, a belief that is felt in many of his other writings.

Or we can see the powerful ancient gods and parasitic aliens in Stargate and Stargate SG-1. In Roger Zelazny's Lord of Light, a religious movement is seen to take place by a noble man against the Gods of somewhat a Hindu like pantheon. While in the Blade Runner, Roy Batty, an artificial man is seen rebelling against his creator, Rick Deckard is sent in search of the lost humanity against his assigned job of hunting and retiring the drapetomaniac replicants.

12. Science Fiction and Utopia

As described by Thomas Moore, Utopia is a land of perfection, Paradise is a perfection of human quality and Civilization is the contribution of another alien existence. A willed transformation in human nature, to alter human civilization, along with technological transformation has been used Whether Hell and Heaven exists, is an argumentative issue, but the question of the journey to these places by a technologically enhanced time machine is the topic of another fiction. Concept of willed transformation may be a broader concept of cloning. Technological transformation has a direct relation with applied science. Now if I say that, the Utopian concept is a direct ancestor of science fiction, it will not be a wrong statement. Flying angel is a utopian concept, but inspiration for inventing aero planes came from flying angel. North American College offers a course on Science Fiction, Utopian Literature and Fantasy study. Pioneers of Utopian Fictions are Aldous Huxley and Gilman is a Feminist utopian writer. 

Origin of Utopian history dates back to distant past since the time of Plato. Morris described Utopia as a historically transformed land, rather than describing it as a newly discovered place. Utopia of Morris is more technologically advanced, with more scientific accuracy. 

Science fiction and Utopia have been described by different authors in different manners. The root of these two kinds of creative innovations is same in science fiction as well as in utopian concept. The conflict between Science fiction and Utopia will continue. Utopia gives a concept of wasteland renewal, of the fight against social injustice, of self questioning, of setting of own limits and of renewal of self energy. So more or less, it is same as science fiction. 

If science fiction can be the mother of the invention of Robots, then why would Utopia be not considered as the mother of science fiction? There are some failures of Utopia, as it does not describe the concept of subterranean fields and the exact location of heaven and hell. The place where we would find all our happiness or will we find that at all.  Science fiction hardly deals with these kind of critical questions. It is only amusing, informative and imaginative, but basically Science Fiction and Utopian Literature are same in their concepts.

13. Feminist Science Fiction

Feminist Science Fiction is a sub genre of Science Fiction. It deals with women’s role in the society and can be divided into two groups, feminist fictional characters in literature, and feminist fictional characters in movies. 

In literature, feminist fiction can be divided into two further categories, the first deals with asexual creation of fictional characters, like Frankenstein, and the second deals with the Utopian idea of genderless society. Mary shelly was the first writer to introduce feministic concept in science fiction writing, Frankenstein was abandoned by both the society and his creator. At that time, society was not prepared to accept the educated and intellectual women. 

Famous fiction novels of the second category were Ursula K. Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness (1969) and Joanna Russ' The Female Man (1970). Margaret Atwood's Handmaid's Tale of the 1980s, portrayed the black decade of feminism. Feministic Science Fiction is now a University study paper to understand the gender structure of the society. It has also led to the gay movement and is referred to for the social gender study and queer study. 

The first work focusing on feminism is Symposium, edited by Jeffrey D. Smith. From 1980 to 2000, women’s science fiction has gradually evolved. Women’s fiction of this period depicts men as the cause of population rise and asserts that true gender-equality can only be established by transcending the humanity. 

Feminism in comics is also very popular. The first known female comic superheroine is Fletcher Hanks's minor character Fantomah, an ancient Egyptian woman, who is ageless and can transform herself into a skull-faced creature with superpowers to fight evil. Some other strong female characters are Wonder Woman, Warrior Princess and Xena.

Is there any valid reson, as why the vampires in the horror movies are always beautiful women? Starting from Narbonic, there are thousands of feministic movies. Feministic science fiction movies again gives rise to two streams. One denotes mainstream serious movies like Orlando and  the other one the comic movies, which can further be divided into video games and webcomic and animie. Familiar female comic characters are Narbonic and Narda. The identity of Barbie is also debatable. Some International as well as National conventions on Feminist Science Fictions are also there. 

14. Science and Philosophy in the Novel
Despite the abundance of humorous concoction in the writings of Thackeray and Dickens, it was never considered as the probable hindrance for the novels to regard them immortals, as their creators were. The scientific and rational school of thoughts started from the revolutionary theories of Charles Darwin and made the history of science fiction even richer.

The deep understanding and knowledge of philosophy and scientific learning of George Eliot gets well reflected in her works, which though was fragrant with deep-rich humour, yet left enough space for the elaboration of art and life, which was the replacement for the enchanting playfulness of her predecessors’ works.

In the novels of Thomas Hardy too, the readers find themselves in the same helpless condition as the protagonist. The central character in his novels become a mere the puppet at the overpowering hands of the environment and situation. They are hardly left with any room for a benevolent anti-coercive force to take them out of the clutch of the devastating supreme force. Despite these facts, these writers made a serious psychological impact, in the advancement of the science fiction in projecting the human life in the light of honest reality.

Known at the same time to be both glittering and vague, the novels of George Meredith were regarded less solemn but never lacked the lustre. He crafted his novels under the influence of Charles Dickens at the beginning, only to be noted later as one of the greatest and scholarly Englishman in the world of novel writing.  His take on intellect, never made his novels want of emotion and sometimes the tragedy was more heartbreaking than before.

The English fiction also owes a lot to the foreign literature, like those of the French and Russian ones. The tracing of inspiration in this way, would land one in the works of the contemporary authors. And this search makes the fact clear that, it is an absolute, unfathomable ocean of literature, the bed of which can not be touched in this short span of discussion and does not complete only after roaming around the likes of The Harvard Classics.

15. Science Fiction Writings of Arthur C. Clarke

Why we would only consider the works of Arthur C. Clarke in science fiction genre and not any other famous writers, like Jules Verne or H.G wells? Probably because, he is the only writer who whose fictions turned into reality. The illustrations, illuminations, and imaginations in his stories, are not only thrilling and spine-chilling but also inspiration to the scientists. Notable among the authors, who stressed on the positivity of science, he also discussed on social, ecological, and technological aspects. 

His The Sentinel has a religious theme, which continued to be explored in The City and the Stars Against the Fall of Night. Charles Fort inspired him for paranomal content and he opined on the alien ancestry of human civilization. Clarke was also influenced by Agatha Christie. Some legendary books by Clarke are Childhood’s end, The conquest of space, The cost of coral, and A space odyssey. 

This famous writer did not start his career as a writer. He had a degree in Physics and Mathematics and during the Second World War; he served in the Royal Force as a Rader Specialist. The concept of geostationary satellite was first given by Clarke and gradually it became a part of real science research, along with the idea of space  and moon travel. He was also nominated for the prestigious Nobel Prize. 

Why did Clark imagined science differently is still unknown, but his imagination became true. A question may arise, as whether the real life scientists need a guidance of Clarke to continue research on science.  

We know Clarke only for his works on Science Fiction, but he also has contributed to non-fiction writings as well. These are The Exploration of Space, Voices from the Sky, Astounding Day etc.  After reading all these dry data, one may think that Clarke is only a hard-core Science Fiction writer, who can never be popular to the ordinary readers, but Clarke is equally acceptable in popular culture too. His own experience of survival from the Tnsumi was televised through a serial. Arthur C. Clarke is a landmark in the field of  Science Fiction writing and his writings are  considered as the keys to the new scientific and technological exploration.  

16. Some Unpleasant Facts of Science Fiction

Having been an altogether different and off-the-track genre, Science Fiction contains in itself a overpowering magnetism that captivates the reader  and very often takes the readers to a forbidden journey in a dark alley.

The onset of 21st century is not an exception. The splurge of new outlooks is well evident from the books, movies and television. The themes getting reflected through them are also fascinating.

These deal with the offshoot of the main branches of science, viz. various branches of Physics, Chemistry and Biology. Newer developments during the era of cold wars in the mid 20th century got reflected through the themes of nuclear reactions and radiation-caused genetic mutation leading to the weird life forms, the adulterated chemical formulae resulted into bizarre and ghastly creatures like Werewolves. These revolutionary ideas surpassed hitherto traditional fictional creations like Dracula or the Frankenstein in dark fame.

Another indispensable branch of science fiction is horror, which has been flourished by the maestro, Stephen king. His Carrie, The Stand, Cujo and It, are famous for making the readers finding themselves in the same petrifying situation along with the protagonist.

The situation, when one can not trust his own shadow, is best described as psychological terror. In this genre, the fear takes the form of panic, when one has to fight someone or something who or which can not be sensed but only through the sixth one.

The question of what is there in the dark cosmos, has always been thought provoking enough to create a different genre in science fiction. The plot mostly spins around whether our extra-terrestrial neighbours are our friends or foes, and if foes, then they have to be kept at the bay for the safety and security of our own worldly folks.

Films like Omen, Damian, The Other and The Exorcist used to project the religious supernaturals taking toll on people, whether in the form of human spirits or of Satan, creating a perfect chaos like that of the Doom’s Day, which has to be fought at any cost.  

Whether they involve spirits, aliens or monsters, the escapism from the repetitive everyday reality is the main reason to the huge appeal of Science Fiction.

17. Misinterpreted facets of Science Fiction

There are a number of issues, which are appearing in the current Science Fiction. Some of these are somewhat controversial, such as the recent one, regarding the exile of humans into the space without the provision of spacesuits. These issues are sometimes misunderstood both by the writers as well as the target audience, such as media or the television.

The first issue of this kind is the human exposure to vacuum. Squalling, as is written by Ridley Scott, is unlikely to happen in that way, even with the aliens.

The second issue would be FTL or Faster Than Light travel. It is a philosophical issue and should only be brought into the picture, if the story demands an interplanetary or a time defying journey.

Next would be the teleportation. It should not be used only for the description of the night-crawlers. It should be clearly explained as how the violation of the law of conservation of energy is justified, while describing the perpetual motion machine. 

The issue of aliens should be explained by at least one reason out of the 50 available, but it must be described, along with the danger and uncertainties of the space.

It should also be kept in mind that the technology develops faster in longer time span than in shorter, contemporary era.

In the book of Maria Doria Russel , The Sparrow, she handles the issue of the language of the aliens and the trouble incurred by the humans for misunderstanding it. This is not so important, but if discussed, should be with sincerity.

The science of aliens, i.e. their genes, their food habits and whether they are palatable for us or predators of us, should also be illustrated feasibly.
The issue of artificial Intelligence is very critical. The questions, as what would be its capability level, if availed at all in future, are particularly important to have reasonable answers for the sake of an authentic science fiction.

The last issue would be related to the hardcore modern science topic, i.e. Nanotech. It has been possible to go as deep as the atomic level of matter and that too very clearly with the help of it. So it should be dealt with that sincerity and plausibility. 

18. Science Fiction in Films 

Suppose you are going to Jurassic Park with your friends and suddenly a Tyrannosaurus attacks your bus. You are running and running, and finally taking shelter in a dark, moist den. Suddenly, a hissing sound is heard over your shoulder and an Anaconda is about to engulf you. What do you think you will do then? You will pray to superman to save you or would wish that you had a pair of wings. What would happen, if an Egyptian Mummy returns to our modern civilization, or if Frankenstein proposes one to marry him, or the invisible man knocks at the door at midnight, or if the bacteriological war starts in real? So, the popularity of science fiction films depends on the acceptability of the film and not on the technological details of film. Blade Runner(1982), A Space Odyssey(1968), Star Wars(1979), Solaris(1972), Terminator(1984), The Matrix(1999) are some of the top Science Fiction films, but they are not much closely associated with our real life. According to John Baxter, science film critic, Science Fiction writings show positive aspects of science and technology, but Science Fiction films show the opposite. 

Themes, contents and weapons of science fiction films vary with time and socio-cultural milieu. Science Fiction films are always big Box Office hits, not only because they are directed by great directors but also because they are entertaining. Recent hit film The Shrake is science fiction. Science fiction movies can be categorized on the basis of weapons used and on the basis of the time frame shown in the movies, and also on the characteristics of the contemporary era. A sudden change in the science fiction movies’ content was observed after the Second World War. Atomic bomb was introduced during that period, so the use of supernatural power of science and destruction of world was the main theme of the movies of that time.

 With the changing time, themes of science fiction films have also changed. Harry Potter fantasy, Mummies’ Return, Pokemon are today’s Science Fiction films which widely vary in content, in comparison with the previous era’s fictions. If I say that Doremon is also Science Fiction, what is the problem with my statement? 

19. Science Fiction and The Young Mind

Do you remember the time when you, as a young kid, first began reading those wonderful, imaginative works of Science Fiction? You felt yourself immersed in it, bathing in it, drowning in its magnetic magic of words! Most of us might have started out with SF comic books like Superman, Batman, Spiderman or Mandrake! Why did these works of fiction grip your mind‘s attention and almost felt like an addiction at times? Perhaps because these stories were more compelling, more accessible and undoubtedly triggered a string of “what if …” thoughts in your young mind, which was already bubbling with millions of questions. Before you realised, you might have had started fantasizing yourself as one of the central characters in the storyline, and felt the tingling in your nerves, as you waded through the unknown adventure. 

Reading Science Fiction helps the young reader’s developing brain and offers her the opportunity to stretch her imagination as well as exercise the imaginative faculty of the brain. This ability, if developed at an early age, can dramatically influence the child’s ability to modulate her thinking and handle life’s challenges. This ability also helps the young mind to innovate and evaluate alternative solutions to problems related to behaving, organizing, perceiving, thinking and surviving. Sci-Fi is known to be a literature of ideas and a literature of change – hence it can be a perceived as literature of education as well.  

However, most new young readers have to go through a process of initiation and familiarization to Science Fiction before they can truly appreciate it and connect themselves to the core of the concept. To help this process, we can stimulate the SF mind that dwells within all humans, that is our natural expression once we rid ourselves of the poison of the past, of the heavy and obsolete traditions that weigh us down and make us fearful of the magnificence that sleeps hidden in the blankets of tomorrow, and the other unimaginables in tomorrows after that. Because SF takes us to the future, tomorrow is no longer the unknown. Once it is no longer unknown, tomorrow can be seen as the place where dreams come true.
So we must reach out our hands toward the future--toward the youth of today who will be the administrators, change agents and policy-makers of the future. We must hold and nurture the literature of enlightenment in our hands, a ray of knowledge to show our young - glimpses of the hazy future. Today's youth must pick up that light and use it to illuminate problems hidden in mundane silhouettes. 

20. International Convention Clubs and Organizations for    Science Fiction Writing

Best creations without acclamation are not only difficult but also impossible. First of all, we would go for International conventions on science writing. Let us take a tour on conventions of science fiction writing. World Fiction Writing Conventions are of two types, one is World Science Fiction Convention and another is World Fantasy Writing Convention. 

World science fiction convention is organized by World Fiction Writer Society members, who vote to choose the winner of the Hugo Award. This convention is being organized since 1939. The conference was disturbed during Second World War in 1942 and 1945. Another Science fiction writing award is Nebula Award which is given to the both of category of writers Fantasy and Fiction writers. First Nebula Award was given in the year 1965. Frank Herbert Dune won the first award. Depending upon the word limits, Nebula Award books may be divided into two categories: Novel and Novella. 

World Fantasy writing convention began in 1975. This Fantasy Convention is more focused on publishing and the business purposes. World Horror Convention is somehow related to science fiction writing and World Horror Writer Convention. Bram Stoker Award Ceremony organizes convention on Horror writing. Next, horror writing convention will be organized in Brighton in UK. Another award for Fantasy writing is British Fantasy Society Award. Nominations for this category include novels, novellas, short stories, short fictions, anthology. 

Depending upon the category of fictions, fiction convention can be divided into four parts: Anemic, Furry, Comic and Gaming Convention. There are Special Interest Convention, which is mainly concerned about the interest of the fans and their interaction. This kind of conventions is devoid of business purposes. 

Arthur C Clarke Award is another prestigious award in the field of science fiction writing. International Horror Guild Award is given for the fiction writing category of novels, novellas, short stories, illustrated narratives and non fiction. A nomination list for International Hugo Award, 2009 has already been declared, which shows the popularity of fiction writing awards. Continent Llevel Fiction Writing Award is also announced, but existence of that kind of award depends on the popularity of fiction writing on those continents. 

